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Facing up to
Environmenta
RISKS

Increased public awareness and
ever increasing legislation and
regulation now make
environmental liabilities an
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essential consideration for all

firms, not
companies.

The maijority of environmental
liabilities attach to small and
medium sized businesses
that are probably least
able to absorb these
unplanned and often
catastrophic losses. £ &

Many people o
mistakenly /s
believe their /,
existing

liability

insurances

give them the

protection they need
against pollution but this

is simply not the case with
coverage limitations
creating real uncertainty.
Environmental exposures
obviously face any business
which either owns or rents
land or property because
nobody can be certain what
has taken place on a site in
years gone by. New wide
reaching concepts for
severe environmental
damage were infroduced
as recently as March 2009
by the Environmental
Damage Regulations
(EDR) making businesses
responsible for the full
consequences of causing
damage to protected
species and their habitats
and potentially obliging
companies to restore the

just

-

large

environment to its
pre-incident state.
Anything which escapes
from your land has the
potential to affect the
delicate balance of the
local ecosystem so all
businesses are potentially at
risk and the Environment
Agency are keen to exercise
their new powers.

Insurers acknowledge that
in these tough economic
times, all firms need to
control costs and insurance
premiums are no different.
As a result, Environmental
Liability premiums are now
probably at their most
affordable level ever with
premiums starting from as
little as around £400, for a
limit of £500,000 (subject to
a completed proposal form).

KEY ASPECTS OF COVER
INCLUDE:

Environmental damage,
remediation costs including
emergency expenses and
defence costs for the
business, directors and
managers.

Not only does
cover protect
against
legislation that is
already in place
but also future
changes to
environmental
legislation.

Your usual contact at
Marshall Wooldridge will
talk to you in more detail
about Environmental
Liabilities during their next
visit but if you have any
problems or queries in the
meantime please do not
hesitate to contact us.

Tel: 0113 250 6614
Email: INfTo@marswool.com

these topical items. This
is published as a direct
esponse to the increasingly
omplex and demanding
challenges currently facing
our clients.

With 2009 coming to a close,
we can look back on the
toughest year that all
businesses, including yours
and ours, have had to face
in recent times. I'd like to
personally thank you for
your continued support of
Marshall Wooldridge and
assure you that we will
continue to work with you to
help build success for you
business in the future.

All that remains is to wis
you all a very Merry
Christmas to you and your
family and to extend our
very best wishes for a
prosperous 2010.

James Hall
MD-General Insurance







