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Medical Malpractice can
be defined as professional
negligence by act or
omission by a healthcare
provider in which care
provided deviates from
accepted standards of
practice in the medical
community and causes
injury to the patient.

Injury can be defined as any bodily injury, mental
injury, mental anguish, shock resulting in a
recognisable psychiatric injury, illness, disease

or death of any patient caused by negligent act
or omission.

However, cover for Medical Malpractice within a
Public Llablllfy policy varies dramatically from
one insurer to another.

Examples of restrictions in cover that insurers
make to their Public Liability coverage are;
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1 A full Medical Malpractice exclusion is applied.

2 A Treatment extension is provided but this
will often be restricted to the provision of pre-
prescribed drugs only with all other claims relating
to Medical Malpractice being excluded.

3 A Healthcare Services exclusion is applied,
which can relate to Professional Heaﬁﬁcare
providers such as Doctors, Nurses and Dentists
only, whilst other insurers, will also exclude for
example:

e all persons making clinical decisions or
judgements on behalf of professionals

® failure to manage, administer, provide drugs
or other medical products (including labelling,
handling, recording, storage, safekeeping and
disposal thereof)

® the provision of food and drink in respect of
clinical decisions or judgements relating to the
selection of, nature of or amount of such food
or drink for recipient’s health and well being.

4 Insurer’s definition of injury is not comprehensive.
Many wordings will only mention death, injury
or disease and is therefore unclear about coverage
for mental injury, mental anguish and shock.







